
What’s the Message – Lesson Nine 
Today’s study continues with God’s covenant with Abram, as recorded in 
Genesis, beginning in chapter 12. 
 
Greetings in the name of Jesus, our Savior.  May the Lord open your hearts 
through this study to see that His many gifts to us of material possessions are 
for a purpose . . . that we are to receive them and use them to be a blessing to 
others, to the glory of God.  Amen. 
 
Last time, in our initial study of God’s covenant with Abram, we 
emphasized three points: . . . the purpose of selection and separation . . . the 
complete dedication and trust in God that the covenant demands . . . and 
man’s duty to obey God fully.  Today we shall consider two more elements 
of the covenant, the material aspects contained in the promise of blessing. 
 
 
First, as we read in Genesis chapter 12, verses 1 and 7, there is the material 
fact of the promised land.   The words there tell us:  Now the Lord said to 
Abram, Go from your country to the land that I will show you . . . 
and this statement is followed by . . .  To your descendants I will give 
this land. 

 
This is not just a one-time promise, but is repeated to Abram in chapters 13, 
15, and 17, and again later to Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.   

 
 

The second element is the promise of countless descendants.  The initial 
mention is made in chapter 12, verse 2:  And I will make of you a great 
nation.   Then in chapter 15, verse 5:   Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them . . . so shall your 
descendants be. 

 
And this promise of becoming a great nation of many people is repeated 
later to Jacob and to Joseph.   To have land and many descendants was a 
great thing to be desired, not only in Abram’s time, but is still so regarded 
today.   But what is the significance of these elements?   What is their 
purpose?  Teacher, what is the message for us today? 
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First, we must ask ourselves the question, “What was the intended 
purpose of the land?”  Was the ultimate goal to be the possession of 
the land, or was it to be a steppingstone to something greater? 

 
Teacher, you bring to mind the mountain-climber, and the use of a base 
camp.  The camp is not the goal, but is an essential part that enables the 
climbers to reach the goal . . . the mountain-top.   The base camp contains 
the tools and equipment needed for the last arduous part of the climb.   It 
also provides a place to gather strength and energy for the task ahead. 

 
That is an apt parallel.   Now consider your church.  Do you see it 
primarily as a social club where you go to relax and enjoy yourself 
with your friends, a place where the possession of membership is the 
goal?   Or do you recognize that your church is your base-camp that 
equips you for your role as one of God’s ambassadors, a starting 
point for you to reach out to your community?  In other words, do you 
see your church as an end in itself, or a means to an end, a greater 
goal?    
 
There is a great chasm of difference between these two viewpoints, 
and the one that we choose will define how we act in our role as a 
disciple of Christ.  

 
Now, what is the purpose of having a large family that can become a great 
nation?   As we know, in the case of Israel, the seed of Abram would 
ultimately produce that One Seed God promised in the Garden of Eden, the 
Special One who would crush the head of Satan.  But the picture of 
descendants as numerous as the stars . . . what is this all about? 
 
The picture of descendants as numerous as the stars has within it the 
spiritual implication of “the many arms of God.”  That’s what Jesus 
has called us . . . as His disciples . . . to be the arms of God . . . a 
branch of The Vine.  

 
We know that later on these material blessings became problems that Israel 
would have to deal with, and later the prophets would have to make it clear 
to the Israelites that they had twisted things around, and made a means . . . 
into an end in itself.    
 
better?   Have we lost sight of the purpose of God’s material gifts to us?” 
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Very true.  And so it is pertinent that we ask ourselves:  “Have we 
done any We can summarize our study on God’s covenant with 
Abram as follows: 

Abram and his descendants were to be a separated people, and 
that separation was to be three-fold 

 
• FROM:  out of Ur into Canaan 
• TO:        be consecrated, committed to be a 

servant 
• FOR:      to be a blessing to all nations 

 
And, they would receive material blessings from God . . . not for them 
to hoard . . . but as tools to enable them to fulfill their mission of being 
a blessing to others. 
 
 
Next time we shall see how Abram responded to God’s call and covenant. 

 
 

 
This series has been developed and written by our director of 
teacher training, Mr. D. A. Senter, and is copyrighted by Lamb 
of God Lutheran Church in Flower Mound, Texas.   Your 
narrator is Dale Gaus. 

 
 
 
 For additional study aids and information, go back to the WTM 

web page click on the “Study Aids” button.     
 

To send us a question or a comment about this study, click on 
the “Contact WTM” button. 
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